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DIGEST:

GAO will not consider protest concern-
ing procurement actions of Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) in
connection with property maintenance
responsibilities under National Hou51ng
Act, 12 U.S.C. § 1701 et seq., in view of
broad statutory authority of HUD to make
expenditures in connection with those
responsibilities.

Edward H. Pine Insurance protests the award of a
contract to provide comprehensive general liability
insurance under invitation for bids (IFB) No. 83-2
issued by the Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD). Pine contends that the awardee's bid was
defective because it failed to specify the name of the
insurance company that would be providing the coverage.
we dismiss the protest.

We have been informally advised that the procure-~
ment was conducted under the authority of the National
Housing Act, 12 U.S.C. § 1701, et seg. (1976). The Act
authorizes the Secretary of HUD  to make such expenditures
as are necessary to carry out the maintenance or 1mprove-
ment of property without regard to any other provision of
law governing the expenditure of public funds. 12 U.S.C.
§ 1702.

In view of this extraordinary authority granted
the Secretary, we have no legal basis to question the
Secretary's expenditure of funds under that provision.
Electronics Methods Associates, Inc., B-206124, March 15,
1982, 82-1 CPD 240.

The protest is dismissed.

/»é;m/ (D U Clowe.
Harry ‘R. Van Cleve

Acting General Counsel
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